
TH E 2022 I N S I D E R 100

MILLENNIAL
S

Here ey come!
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The one-time whippersnappers of the state’s up-and-comers have gone grey 
in the service of party, country, and self – and not necessarily in that order.

Soon the millennials will give way to Gen. Z, as they age into the corroded 
cocoons of a two-party duopoly that shows no signs -– other than through the
perpetuation of dynastic reign – of loosening its longtime grip on power. 

But hopefully millennials – in the name of freshening the state’s political 
atmosphere – give us a governor or a senator before too long; or maybe two 
or three, before absorbing the next generation’s energy.

Maybe that person or people resides somewhere on the annual InsiderNJ 
Millennial list that follows. 
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

Max Pizarro
Max Pizarro

Editor, InsiderNJ 

The sprites of yesteryear have become the craggy veterans of the present era, and what they
do next in terms of power projection intrigues. 

Take a look. 

Maybe someone here stands on the cusp of a governorship long ravenously guarded by older
generations.

A little wiser with the passage of time, the vision tempered perhaps, battered maybe but
young yet, at least compared to the aged charioteers in front of them, within find the leaders
of today, yes – and tomorrow. 
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1. MATT PLATKIN 

After serving in an acting capacity for most of 2022, now-Attorney General Platkin was
confirmed by the Senate in September, following his nomination by Governor Phil 
Murphy.  An early member of the Governor’s campaign team and inner circle from the
early days of the 2017 campaign, Platkin, in his mid-thirties, became one of the 
Governor’s most-trusted legal advisors and served as Chief Counsel before departing for
the private sector.  Platkin re-entered the realm of public service upon his appointment 
as Acting Attorney General – and nomination and subsequent confirmation – giving
Platkin the distinction of becoming the youngest Attorney General in New Jersey history,
as well as being among the youngest in the nation at the present time.  As the top law 
enforcement official in the state, Platkin wields tremendous influence in shaping the 
implementation of a wide range of policies affecting the entire population, among them:
criminal justice reform, social justice, gun violence prevention.

2022 M I L L E N N I A L S



INSIGHT   I   INTEGRITY   I   INFLUENCE   

We don’t just talk strategy, we deliver results!
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2. ANDY KIM

Seeking his third term in the general election this year, Kim is still a relatively young 
Congressmember nationwide and is the youngest in New Jersey, and is uniquely positioned
to be a champion for youth issues statewide and nationwide. First elected by a narrow 
margin in 2018 in the ‘blue wave’ election, defeating incumbent Tom MacArthur, Kim is
facing stronger headwinds this year, as he faces a challenge from Republican candidate 
Bob Healey – also a young candidate, making the CD3 matchup the only congressional
contest in the state between two between two millennial candidates.

2022 M I L L E N N I A L S
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I N S I D E R N J
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Sean M. Darcy, President
PO Box 397, Belmar, NJ 07719 | 609-610-0543
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

3. BRITNEE TIMBERLAKE 

One of the youngest Assembly members, Essex’s Timberlake as been on the forefront of
post-COVID policy issues, including housing, foreclosure prevention, and economic parity.
Post-redistricting, the Assemblywoman is poised to enter the Senate after next year’s 
elections, where she would be among the chamber’s youngest members.



Proud advocates 
for educators, 

students,  
and the nation’s 

BEST  
public schools.

NJEA 
members

Pictured above: 
Sean M. Spiller, President (center)
Steve Beatty, Vice President (right)

Petal Robertson, Secretary-Treasurer (left)
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

4. RAJ MUKHERJI

The veteran legislator and former Jersey City Deputy Mayor – in his late 30s – is poised 
to enter the Senate next year in the newly re-configured 32nd Legislative District. At that
point, he will have been in the legislature for nearly ten years – and yet will still remain 
one of its youngest members.



Planned Parenthood Action Fund of New Jersey

on behalf of the tens of thousands of New Jerseyans who rely on Planned Parenthood health 

www.PPActionNJ.org

Congratulations to the 2022  
Insider 100: Millennials!

Planned Parenthood Action Fund of New Jersey 
celebrates our very own millennial leadership:

Kaitlyn Wojtowicz
Vice President of Public Affairs
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

5. FABIANA PIERRE-LOUIS

Confirmed in 2020, Pierre-Louis became the youngest Associate Justice on the state
Supreme Court and the first African-American woman to sit on the bench of New Jersey’s
highest court. Pierre-Louis’ confirmation marked a generational change on the court, where
she stands poised to have an impact for years to come.



DARING 
TO CREATE
 A MORE 
PERFECT 
NEW JERSEY

American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey
P.O. Box 32159, Newark, NJ 07102
973-642-2084 | info@aclu-nj.org
aclu-nj.org
@aclunj
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

6. ROB MENENDEZ JR.

The son of the state’s powerful senior Senator, the mid-30s Menendez is running for 
Congress in the heavily Democratic 8th District to succeed retiring Rep. Sires. Menendez’s
likely election’ and ‘passing of the torch from the older generation to the younger,
   embodied by Menendez Jr.
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

7. RACHEL WAINER APTER

Though she hasn’t been confirmed – yet – Governor Murphy’s nomination of Wainer Apter
marks his second nomination of a younger person to the state Supreme Court, following
Fabiana Pierre-Louis in 2020.  Should she be seated on the court, Wainer Apter is poised to
shape the state’s legal landscape for decades.
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

8. BOB HEALEY

The former punk rocker and yacht-builder defeated Ian Smith in the GOP primary earlier
this year for the right to take on incumbent Democratic Rep. Kim in the 3rd District.
Healey, in his late 30s, is among the younger generation of Republican congressional 
candidates nationwide this year, and his campaign is on the radar of the NRCC and other
national organizations. The Healey v. Kim matchup gives New Jersey its only congressional
contest between two millennial candidates.
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

9. VIN GOPAL

The veteran political star and state Senator in the 11th Legislative District, routinely 
mentioned as a higher office candidate, surrounds himself with young talent and has been 
a supporter of younger candidates around the state.  He survived a close contest last year 
in which the Republicans swept the two Assembly seats, proving his ability to navigate
choppy political terrain. 



Asbury Park  •  Atlantic City  •  Montclair  •  Trenton
October 6–9, 2022

LEARN MORE

EqualityWalk.us

MAKE SURE NEW JERSEY
GETS OUR FAIR SHARE OF
MONKEYPOX VACCINES!

gsequality.org/mpv

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR TODAY
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

10. SARAH NEIBART

The Mendham Township Committeewoman, who had previously served as mayor, ran 
earlier this year for Morris County Commissioner in one of the most contentious county
Republican primary races in memory, ultimately coming short of defeating the incumbent.
Despite a scorched-earth campaign being run against her, she came within 1,000 votes of
securing the nomination.



25



26

2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

11. BRANDON UMBA
The former Lumberton business administrator ran,
and won, for Assembly last year with Michael Torrissi
and Jean Stanfield in the battleground LD8.  Umba’s
election to the Assembly represents the continuation of
younger Burlington County Republicans representing
the district, following in the footsteps of former 
Assemblyman Ryan Peters and Assemblywoman Maria
Rodriguez-Gregg.  

12. STEPHANIE LAGOS
First Lady Tammy Murphy’s Chief of Staff is an 
influential voice in Trenton and around the state, 
and earlier this year served as the youngest member 
of the state’s Congressional Redistricting 
Commission, helping to shape the congressional 
districts for the next decade. 

13. JUSTIN MUSELLA
The Parsippany Republican is an avid campaigner,
and his skills and dedication delivered him a 
Republican primary victory for council last year and
subsequent general election victory in a Morris
County town that had been trending Democratic in
recent years.  His work and campaign ethic has
caught the attention of NJGOP bigwigs, who 
continue to headline fundraisers for Musella.
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14. TONY PERRY
Having won re-election last year by a 2-to-1 margin,
and securing a fourth year as Middletown Mayor, 
and among his priorities this year has been to create 
a ‘Next Generation Support Program’ for students
post-COVID.  The former Chief of Staff to former
Senator Kyrillos is a rising star in statewide 
Republican circles, and would be a formidable 
candidate for higher office in the future. 

15. ASHLEY FELICE
A rising star in Republican circles, Felice was selected
as mayor of Chatham Township earlier this year, 
returning the government to Republican control after
Democrats had made in-roads there.

16. NOHEMI SORIA-
       PEREZ
The Camden native serves as Chief of Staff to the
LD5 legislators and won election to the council last
year. A first-generation Mexican-American and the
first to serve on the city council, she is an advocate 
for the city’s Latino community and a founding 
member of the ‘Campaign For Great Camden
Schools’. 
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

17. MIKE CRISPI
The podcast host, who once ran for Morris County
freeholder, primaried veteran Republican Congressman
Smith earlier this year, and had allies of former 
President Trump in his corner, including Roger Stone.
Crispi ran county candidates alongside him on the
‘America First’ slogan, exhibiting no fear in taking on
the Republican establishment in the district. While he
came up short in the primary against an entrenched 
incumbent, Crispi says he plans to run again in 2024.

18. SADAF JAFFER
The former Montgomery Township Mayor was
elected in battleground 16th Legislative District in
2021, becoming one of the youngest legislators in 
the Assembly and its first South Asian woman in the
Legislature.

19. SAM JOSHI
Having won a hard-fought Democratic primary and
general election last year, Joshi took the helm as
Mayor of Edison in January. Joshi has made it a 
priority to work towards bridging the generational 
divide in the state’s fifth largest municipality as well 
as encouraging youth to become involved in public
service.
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20. MATT ANDERSON
The Monmouth-based operative recently joined
Hoboken Strategy Group, and is the founder of 
Millennials For NJ, along with board members 
Rebecca Schwartz, Matt Clarkin, Kaylee McGuire,
and Juan Carlos Nordelo. The bipartisan PAC,
launched several years ago, continues to boost and
raise money and support for young candidates, both
Republicans and Democrats.

21.  MICHAEL 
       DELAMATER
The respected operative and former Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs Director for the Governor’s Office won the
Morris County Democratic Vice Chairmanship earlier
this year, alongside new Chairwoman Amalia Duarte,
and is a key player in Morris County, and statewide,
politics.

22. ZACHARY DOUGHERTY
The Monmouth County native and college student 
has been a leader on anti-gun violence initiatives and
this year spearheaded a legislative effort to establish
the NJ Legislative Youth Council. Dougherty says 
to his fellow students, “if you’re crazy enough to think
you can change the world, you’re exactly who the
world needs.”



A NEW WAY FORWARD FOR PARSIPPANY
justin@musellaforcouncil.com

musellaforcouncil.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL ON THE 
INSIDERNJ MILLENNIALS POWER LIST
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2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

23. AMBER MURAD
A rising star, the Somerset County Republican nearly
won a commissioner seat in last year’s razor-thin
county commissioner’s race, and is pursuing a 
commissioner seat again this year.

24. PARIMAL GARG
The Chief Counsel to Governor Phil Murphy, who
took the position upon the departure of Matt Platkin,
is a critical voice in shaping the Governor’s policy
agenda and his executive orders.

25.KATIE CERICOLA 
The founder of the ‘Millennial Minute’ podcast and
former Bergen County Republican Commissioner 
candidate secured election last year to the Waldwick
council, making her one of the youngest Republican
female elected officials in the state. 
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26. CHIGOZIE ONYEMA
The former NJDCA Deputy Commissioner and NJ
Institute For Social Justice attorney, who first ran for
office at age 18 for Board of Education, made a
strong play for Newark’s West Ward council seat 
earlier this year, forcing a runoff with the establish-
ment-backed candidate.

27. KAITLYN WOJTOWIC
The former New Jersey chapter director of the New
Leaders Council serves as Vice President of the
Planned Parenthood Action Fund, putting at ground
zero of an issue that’s become central to the 2022
midterm elections.

28. SAM DEALMEIDA
With both lobbying and labor credentials, as well 
as an attempt for Assembly in 2019 in part aimed at
increasing representation for younger voices,
DeAlmeida has quickly risen through the ranks in the
labor world, serving as ABC-NJ President.
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29. LAMONICA MCIVER
The Newark Central Ward Councilwoman is the
youngest elected official on the city’s governing body,
and earlier this year was elevated to the role of 
Council President.
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30. TERESA VELARDI
The Monmouth County Republican is a rising 
operative, and is helming the campaign operations of
millennial Republican Bob Healey’s campaign in the
battleground 3rd Congressional District.

31. AMOL SINHA
The powerhouse advocate has been critical in 
improving the state’s social justice landscape, and
leads a team of diverse and young talent at the
ACLU-NJ, among them Maia Raposo, Jim Sullivan,
and Sarah Fajardo.

32. IMANI OAKLEY
Oakley sought to dislodge veteran incumbent Rep.
Payne in the Democratic primary in the 10th 
Congressional District earlier this year, and despite 
the loss, she ran a credible and outspoken progressive
campaign, keying on important issues to young voters,
including student loan debt and climate change.



PUBLIC A FFA IRS S TR ATEGY

Immersive Research
Campaign and Coalition Management

Issue Advocacy
Stakeholder Engagement
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Message Development & Opinion Research
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Crisis Communications

Rapid Response
Earned Media

Paid Media Advertising

DIGITA L CA PA BIL IT IES

Digital Strategy
Social Media

Creative Design
Data-Driven Analytics Targeting

Video Production
Content Development

Advertising

BR A ND PO SITIONING

Branding
Strategic Consulting

Start-Up Incubation

CONGRATS to the

INSIDER 100 MILLENNIALS!
NEW JERSEY’S FUTURE IS IN GREAT HANDS.
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33. CRISTINA PINZON
A veteran of statewide politics, campaigns, and
media, the founder of Stateside Affairs and her team
have continued to earn accolades for their work,
specifically with the Latinx political community.

34. JOHN ISEMANN
The Republican launched a primary bid in CD7 
earlier this year, positioning himself as a next-genera-
tion Republican. While ultimately unsuccessful, he
surprised many by forcing a runoff with eventual 
candidate Tom Kean Jr. for the Morris GOP line.

35. JOHN FRANCIS 
       ROMAN
With a constant on-the-ground presence in town, 
the Linden 6th Ward Councilman was first elected 
in 2017 following his off-the-line primary victory. 
A potential future candidate for higher office, he 
maintains close ties to hometown Senate President
Scutari.
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36. ALYSSA KAYE 
        DAWSON
Once the youngest Republican Councilwoman in 
the state, the Westwood resident serves as Senator
Schepisi’s Chief of Staff and ran for Bergen County
Commissioner last year. She’s been an outspoken 
advocate for getting younger people involved in the 
Republican Party and its future direction.

37. PHIL SWIBINSKI
The Vision Media President is one of the top 
sought-after Democratic operatives in the state, 
handling communications for the state party and 
candidates and elected officials.

38. KATE TRIGGIANO
The Red Bank Councilwoman survived a bruising
Democratic primary last year – a proxy battle 
between older and younger Democrats – and won 
re-election in a town that has become heated 
politically over the last several years.



39



40

2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

39. INTASHAN 
CHOWDHURY

The aide to Prospect Park Mayor Khairullah became
the youngest Business Administrator in the state in
2019, and also serves as Assistant BA to the school 
district; a non-stop worker, he maintains strong 
connections to younger politicos and leaders around
the state.

40. FELISHA REYES-    
MORTON

One of Camden’s youngest councilmembers, the 
lifelong Camden resident took on the powerful 
organization last year in the mayoral race, despite
coming up short, and earlier this year launched 
the #IMWITHHER coalition with two fellow 
councilwomen.

41. STEPHEN STEGLIK
Currently the Deputy Mayor of Mount Laurel 
alongside Mayor Pritchett, Steglik last year served 
as mayor, the youngest in the town’s history.
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42. MICHAEL SULEIMAN
The Atlantic County Democratic Chairman was 
re-elected this year to his fourth term; now a veteran 
party leader, he continues to claim the mantle as the 
youngest county chairman in the state.

43. ANDREW TRENK
The rising operative is a leader among the new 
generation of campaign consultants, and has clients 
up and down the state. Schooled in Essex County 
politics, he's taken on races in all places: from the 
smallest suburbs to some of the state'’s biggest cities.

44. ROSS TRAPHAGEN
The Republican Councilman in the Town of Clinton, one 
of the youngest officials in the state, is running for re-
election this year.



Strengthening New Jersey’s business landscape as the home of economic vitality, 
business prosperity and workforce excellence.

New Jersey businesses - the engine proudly driving job creation.

The Leading Statewide Advocate for Business

NJBIA.ORG
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45. CHRISTINA ZUK
A veteran of the Statehouse and state politics and 
campaigns, now with Princeton Public Affairs, Zuk 
remains a highly-influential policy expert with 
connections around the state.

46. NICK LAROTONDA
The GOP Absecon Councilman won his election in
2021, and earlier this year was named the Executive
Director of the Atlantic County Republican Party.

47. SABEEN MASIH
The Capital Impact Group Vice President served on
Senator Weinberg’s Working Group on Harassment,
Sexual Assault and Misogyny last year in an effort to
change the state’s political climate for women, and has
prioritized encouraging young up-and-coming thought
leaders and policymakers.
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November 3, 2022
Old Mill Inn, Basking Ridge, NJ

Celebrate Champions of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
It’s the way forward.   For all of us.

NEW JERSEY CHAMBER of COMMERCE

njchamber.com/events

48. MATT CONLON
The Republican State Committeeman and Chief of
Staff to Assemblyman Rooney, close to the GOP 
power center in his home county of Passaic, is Chair 
of the Young Republican Federation of New Jersey, 
and is running for council in West Milford this year, 
a heavily-Republican municipality.
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49. JAMES SOLOMON
The Jersey City Ward C Councilman beat back a
strong challenge from Team Fulop in last year’s 
election, and has been an independent-minded and
vocal advocate on the city’s governing body.

50. MARIA DEL CID KOSSO
The former Chief of Staff to the late Assemblyman
Green, del cid Koss was appointed last year to the 
state’s Cannabis Regulatory Commission, and 
established a scholarship program at Union County
College.

51. FREDDIE HAYECK
The young Princeton Public Affairs operative 
clinched a seat on the Watchung Council in 2020.
First elected at age 18 to the Board of Education, he
was one of the youngest elected officials in the state 
at the time.
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52. QUINTON LAW
The Moorestown Councilman is considered a 
rising star in South Jersey, and made history as 
the town’s first African-American councilmember
when appointed in 2021.

53. HARRISON CLEWELL
A rising attorney at the Genova Burns law firm,
Clewell has launched a strong campaign for mayor 
in New Providence, after having considered a bid 
for Assembly in LD21 last year.

54. STEPHANY
KIM-CHOHAN

The Highland Park Councilwoman was first elected 
in 2018, and has advocated for increased millennial
engagement at the local level.
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55. PAUL KANITRA
The Point Pleasant Beach mayor gained national 
acclaim for his humanitarian efforts on behalf of
Ukraine, having traveled there several times 
personally and organizing a benefit concert with 
several thousand attendees. 

56. NICHOLAS SCOTTI
The 19-year old college student won a Board of 
Education seat last year in Nutley and immediately
fulfilled one of his campaign promises – transferring
from George Washington University to Fordham 
University so he could be closer to home to carry out
his duties as a BOE Trustee.

57. KABIR MOSS
The former Senate Majority Office staffer and 
communications expert launched Moss Media along
with Chelsea Smith, and has a growing roster of 
clients throughout the state.
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58. WILLIAM SAMPSON
The Bayonne longshoreman was elected to the 
Assembly in the 31st Legislative District last year, 
and is one of the Legislature’s youngest members.

60. A’DORIAN MURRAY-
       THOMAS
The youngest woman elected to the Newark Board 
of Education, Murray-Thomas has made it a priority 
to increase graduation rates and ensure student 
college-readiness.

59. HENRY DE KONINCK,
        MATT KRAYTON & 
        SAM LIEBMAN
The Publitics triumvirate lead an award-winning 
and innovative communications firm, and recently 
expanded their footprint into Washington DC.



EDUCATION 
RESOURCES 
ADVOCACY 

NETWORKING
EVENTS

The NJAA is the premier trade association for New Jersey’s apartment industry. 

Join us today at njaa.com.

Resources for owners. Connections for vendors.  
NJAA brings the multifamily industry together. 
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61. DAN SCHARFENBERGER
After having run former Senator Kean’s razor-close
2020 congressional race in CD7, the rising Republican
operative is once again running Kean’s operation – and
in much more favorable dynamics, given the newly 
redrawn district and national political climate.

62. AL ABDELAZIZ
The Paterson Ward 6 Councilman, the first 
Palestinian-American elected in the city and a close
ally of Passaic County Democratic Chairman Currie
and Paterson Mayor Sayegh, stands poised for higher
office in the future.

63. TIA STEINHARDT
The Lopatcong BOE member, and daughter of 
former NJGOP Chairman Steinhardt, is the Vice 
President of Catalyst, which works to integrate 
visual communications in local communities and 
landmarks.
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64. NICK MAMMANO
After serving in the Statehouse as Chief of Staff to
38th Legislative District Senator Joe Lagana, 
Mammano joined up with powerhouse firm Mercury
LLC, helmed by veteran operatives Mike Solimon
and Mo Butler.
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65. JOSEPH 
       SIGNORELLO
The Roselle Park mayor, in his mid-thirties, ultimately 
came short in his bid against Jon Bramnick in the 
21st legislative District last year, but the race 
provided a generational contract, with Signorello 
prioritizing issues important to younger voters. 

66. JUSTIN AND 
ASHLEY LAMB

Justin is a Toms River Councilman and former 
Senate Republican Office staffer, and Ashley is a
Toms River Board of Education member. Earlier 
this year, Ashley waged a GOP primary challenge 
for county commissioner on CD4 GOP primary
candidate Mike Crispi’s ‘America First’ slate.

67. CHRISTIAN 
       FUSCARINO
A longtime veteran in the fight for LGBTQ equality,
the Executive Director of Garden State Equality 
continues to be an effective and vocal advocate for the
community around the state in both policy and 
political matters.



COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF 
AMERICA, DISTRICT 1 SALUTES

DENNIS G. TRAINOR
Vice President
GLADYS FINNIGAN
Assistant to the VP

All Those On InsiderNJ’s Millenials 
Power List.  

FRANCELINE EHRET
NJ State Area Director
CHRISTIAN ESTEVEZ
NJ Legislative & Political Director

New Jersey’s future is in great hands…
Especially when it comes to our 
hard-working CWA members!
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68. MARSHALL SPEVAK
The veteran South Jersey operative and former NJ
Young Democrats President, Spevak serves as 
Chairman of the Battleship NJ Board of Trustees and
recently became a partner at veteran Trenton firm 
Advocacy and Management Group.

69. CHARLIE KRATOVIL
A dogged and relentless investigative journalist, 
Kratovil shows no fear when pursuing a story he 
deems worthy of public interest, and is waging his 
second independent mayoral candidacy in New
Brunswick.

70. ADWOAH ADOMAKO
The Mansfield resident was appointed to fill a vacant
seat on the Burlington County Regional Board of 
Education, and is running a write-in campaign for the
seat, vowing to connect with students in the district.



2022 M I L L E N N I A L S

3756

71. BILL MOEN
The former Camden County Commissioner, in his
mid-thirties, worked as Senator Cory Booker’s South
Jersey Director, and advanced to the Assembly in
2020. He has been an outspoken advocate for issues
important to younger residents, specifically student
loan debt reform.

2022 M I L L E N N I A L S
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72. BILLY PREMPEH
A Republican, a veteran, and a Paterson Fourth 
Ward native, Prempeh is an energetic campaigner 
with a large social media following; in his thirties, 
he’s making his second challenge to incumbent 
Democratic Rep. Pascrell in the 9th Congressional
District following his attempt in 2020.

73. COLSTON REID
At CD7 Rep. Malinowski’s side since the 2018 
election, Reid plays a pivotal role for the battleground
Congressman as he seeks re-election amid a more 
difficult redistricting map and national political 
climate.

74. JESSE O. KURTZ
While unsuccessful in his quest for the Republican
nomination for the LD2 Assembly seat last year, 
Kurtz still sits on the Atlantic City Council, having
been re-elected in 2020. Now a veteran elected 
official, he’s the lone Republican on the city’s 
governing body.
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75. REGINA APPOLON
The rising star at Princeton Public Affairs Group, 
who honed her legislative skills working for 
Assemblyman Wisniewski and Assemblywoman 
McKnight, has made it a priority to help expand the
representation and diversity of immigrants and 
first-generation Americans.

76. ALEX KEISER
The Chief of Staff to LD27 Assemblyman McKeon,
Keiser was selected Mayor of Springfield earlier this
year, becoming one of the youngest mayors in the 
state.

77. KRISHNA MARTES
The daughter of Indian and Puerto Rican parents,
Martes previously worked for Senator Gopal before 
advancing to the Legislative Affairs Department in 
the Governor’s Office.
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78. JASON CILENTO
First elected to the Dunellen council at age 21, and
elected Mayor in 2019, the young Republican leader
has made strides in modernizing the town’s 
communications infrastructure and has been an 
outspoken advocate for confronting climate change.
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79. BRYCE ROBINS
The President of the Leonia Board of Education 
won re-election last year, and has made it a priority to
increase communication between the school district 
and students.

80. DANIELLE 
       IRELAND-IMHOF
The Passaic County Clerk is one of the youngest 
constitutional officers in the state, and maintains a 
visible presence around the county. In her mid-thirties,
she’s the only African-American county clerk in New
Jersey.

81. CLINTON 
CALABRESE

Among the youngest legislators in Trenton, the 
Assemblyman from the 36th Legislative District 
serves as the Vice Chair of the Telecommunications
and Utilities Committee.
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82. RUE RYAN
The Deputy Mayor of Lumberton served as mayor
last year, and has played an integral role in the 
expansion of various community programs.

83. PETRA GASKINS
With her interest in politics sparked by overcoming 
homelessness earlier in her life, Gaskins now serves as
Chief of Staff to battleground Senator Zwicker, served
as New Leaders Council-NJ chapter director, and is
currently pursuing a council seat in New Brunswick.

84. FRANK VELEZ
Elected at 19, the youngest member of the Belleville
Board of Education was the top vote-getter last year,
and believes his age to be an asset, connecting him
with the core population – the students.
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85. JAMES KERN
The former Republican mayor of Pohatcong, at one
point the youngest mayor in the state, was re-elected 
as a Warren County Commissioner last year.

86. ANTHONY FASANO
The young Republican Sussex County Commissioner,
first elected at age 19 to the Hopatcong Board of 
Education, became Commission Director earlier this
year – the youngest director statewide in the last 50
years.

87. TYLER BURRELL
The Delran Council President, first elected to office 
at age 19, has used his age as an asset in governing 
and has encouraged other young people to become 
involved in politics.  
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88. MEDINAH 
        MUHAMMAD
Once one of the youngest Chiefs of Staff in the state
working for to 34th Legislative District Assembly-
woman Britnee Timberlake, she advanced to the 
Governor’s Office as a Senior Legislative Aide.
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89. QUANDELL 
IGLESIAS

The public speaking and communications consultant
founded SNJ Millennials in 2017, a non-profit 
dedicated to connecting young professionals in South
Jersey.

90. CHARLES MESSINA
A rising star at Genova Burns LLC, Messina is an 
adjunct law school professor teaching one of the 
region’s first Cannabis Law courses.  

91. ADRIAN ZERKA
The young President of The Alban Group, Zerka 
represents the 4th generation of the construction and
development firm, which has operated for decades.
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92. MARK GYORFY
The youngest Mayor in the history of Morris 
Township, the former staffer to retiring Rep. Sires 
(8th District) has used his federal background to 
spearhead local environmental and land use reform 
initiatives.
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93. SARAH SOOY
Elected in an upset in 2018, the Somerset County 
Commissioner, the youngest on board, won re-election
last year in a nail-biter race and secured another three
three-year term.

94. JASON DEALESSI
The founder of Fuerza Strategy Group, the former
Kinnelon BOE member has a talented team working
with him and has worked to support younger candi-
dates running for office.

95. WILL GRUCCIO
The former Cumberland County Young Republicans 
Chairman is the founder of up-and-coming public 
relations firm Renati Solutions, and serves on various
boards throughout South Jersey.
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96. JEN EHRENTRAUT
The Hawthorne Board of Education Trustee is 
widely-respected on all sides of the aisle for her 
decade-long anti-bullying advocacy, and is considered 
a rising star in Passaic County.
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97. SAM WEINSTEIN
After getting his start in politics as a driver for 
former GOP gubernatorial candidate Jack Ciattarelli,
the Princeton Public Affairs Group associate is an 
up-and-coming political operative.
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98. CHRISTIAN 
CALLEGARI

A first-generation American, the Rutgers Law student
and former Chief of Staff to Assemblyman Schaer 
currently serves as Chief of Staff to the indefatigable
Mayor Sayegh of Paterson, the state’s third-largest city.
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99. FATIMA HEYWARD
The first African-American President of the NJ Young 
Democrats, Heyward has made it a priority to expand 
diversity and inclusion in politics.
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100. ROBERT FIELD
The well-regarded operative has connections all over
the state, working his way up the political ranks, and
now working in the Governor’s Office as Director of
the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.
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