
--FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE-- 
 

Parsippany Mayor, James R. Barberio, on behalf of the Mayor’s office Proclaims 
Jigar Shah – Special Liaison, Indian-American Community Outreach 

 
PARSIPPANY-- On Sunday, Feb. 17, in front of hundreds gathered at Parsippany Troy-Hills Town Hall, Mayor James R. 
Barberio officially proclaimed Jigar Shah the Special Liaison to Parsippany’s Indian-American Community Outreach Efforts. In 
2009, Mayor Barberio promised the Indian-American community a special liaison to help voice their concerns and issues 
directly with the Mayor’s office. Mayor Barberio described the creation of this volunteer position as a step forward for Indian-
Americans who are the fastest growing, and one of the largest cultures not only in Parsippany, but throughout Morris County and 
the state of New Jersey. 
 
“Jigar is the perfect person for this position,” Mayor Barberio said. “Hundreds, if not thousands of Indian-Americans in 
Parsippany have relationships with Jigar that stem for nearly two decades. In Parsippany, Indian-Americans contribute places of 
worship, restaurants, dance studios, beauty salons, and an array of many more successful small businesses.  Indian-Americans 
have become an essential part of Parsippany, and one of the reasons why Parsippany is ranked the #1 township to live in New 
Jersey.” 
 
Jigar Shah has been a tireless advocate and leader for the Indian-American community for many years. Jigar came to Parsippany 
in 1974 and left for a brief time to attend Montclair State University. Upon his return, he opened an export/import wholesale 
distribution company and retail Indian grocery businesses in town. 
 
An active member of the community, Jigar has been the informal connection in Parsippany between the Mayor’s office and 
Parsippany Indian-Americans since 2009. In his new official capacity, he will facilitate a clearer line of communication between 
the Indian-American community and the Mayor’s Office. 
 
Among the many dignitaries attending Sunday’s event in support of Jigar Shah for Mayor Barberio’s efforts in reaching out to 
the Indian-American community were 11th District United States Congressman, Rodney Frelinghuysen, Morris County 
Freeholder Ann Grossi, Parsippany Town Council president, Brian Stanton and Town Councilmen, Vincent Ferrara, Michael 
DePierro and Jonathan Nelson. 
 

To contact Jigar Shah, feel free to reach him by Tel. (973) 808-5115 or email on: jigar130@yahoo.com. 


